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Bowra & O’Dea
Men of the Trees Memorial Garden

Wandi, this suburb, was approved on March 14th, 
1978 and commemorates a highly regarded Aboriginal 
stockman who drove sheep in the Cockburn Sound area 
for Anchorage Butchers around the 1920s.
Magenup Lake is a type of wetland known as a ‘dampland’. 
Damplands are usually waterlogged for several months of 
the year and support rich plant and animal communities. 
This area now becomes waterlogged for fewer months of 
the year due to historical changes to the drainage system 
and the changing climate.

Like all wetlands, Magenup Lake plays a very important role in maintaining 
the health of the environment and the community. They are the ‘kidneys’ 
of the land – filtering out nutrients and pollutants that might otherwise 
harm our waterways and the people, plants and animals that depend on 
them. Magenup Lake is home to hundreds of species and native plants and 
animals such as paperbark trees, birds, frogs, kangaroos, bandicoots and 
insects. It’s also a place of beauty that is yours to visit and enjoy!

Follow the nature trail around the wetland and learn about the fascinating 
lives of some of the plants and animals that call Magenup Lake home!

Wetlands are important!

The City of Kwinana acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of Jandakot Regional Park, 
the Nyoongar people. We recognise their connection to the land and local waterways, their 
resilience and commitment to community, and pay our respect to Elders past and present.

Wetlands are of great significance to the spiritual and cultural 
beliefs of Aboriginal people. They provided an abundant and 
reliable source of food and water for the Nyoongar people 
who lived in the region. Wild fruits, tubers, waterbirds, turtles 
and fish were all important to their life support system.
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A Place to Call Home
You are standing in front of two very important wetland trees. 
On the left are Flooded Gums (Eucalyptus rudis), which have wide 
leaves and rough, greyish bark. To the right are Swamp Paperbarks 
(Melaleuca rhaphiophylla), which have tiny, slender leaves and 
whitish, papery bark.
• Flooded Gums are nature’s boarding houses. They support a 

diversity of insects, birds, mammals, that feed on their leaves or 
flowers, or live on the branches or in the hollows in their trunks.

• No other tree in the metropolitan area is used by waterbirds as 
much as the Swamp Paperbark. Many birds rely on the trees for 
breeding and nestling. The nectar-laden flowers of paperbarks 
also attract birds, beetles, bees and other insects.

• Flooded Gum and Paperbark trees are slowly disappearing 
because of the clearing and development of wetlands.
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Weeds compete with native plants for space, nutrients, 
water and sunlight. They grow fast in disturbed areas and 
have abundant seeds that can spread for miles. Between the 
1920s and 1970s, Magenup Lake provided a valuable source 
of feed and water for sheep and cattle, especially during 
summer. 

Grazing animals destroyed much of the native vegetation, 
which allowed grasses such as Phalaris, Couch and Kikuyu 
to become well established. The large stands of grasses that 
you see at Magenup smother native plants and provide poor 
quality habitat for native animals. They also increase the risk 
of fire.
The Wandi Landcare Group is currently working hard to 
replace the weeds with native trees and shrubs.
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I’m no Rat!
The quenda is a sub-species of the Southern Brown Bandicoot and 
is small, brown and often mistaken for a large rat. Unlike rats, the 
quendas are marsupials and move with a distinctive bounding gait. 
They live in dense vegetation, often around wetlands where they 
dig for earthworms and insects. Sadly, foxes and cats have reduced 
quenda numbers considerably, particularly in urban areas. We can 
help preserve quendas by keeping dogs and cats out of wetland 
areas.
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Turtle Frog
Abrupt deep ‘croak’

The Turtle Frog, (Myobatrachus gouldii) looks the least like your typical 
frog. They are fat with short, strong arms and legs, which they use to 
burrow into the termite nests where they can eat up to 400 termites 
at a time. They live underground, so while you may never see them at 
Magenup Lake you will certainly hear them.

Moaning Frog 

Long and rising moan

Western Banjo Frog
Single ‘bonk’ sound

• Only male frogs croak and sing? They call during the mating 
season to attract females and let other males know to stay away.

• There are about 216 species of frogs native to Australia. The 
Cane Toad is our only species of introduced frog.

• All frogs are meat-eaters. They will eat anything from small 
insects to other frogs!

• In general, the larger the species of frog, the longer it is likely to 
live. Smaller frogs may live for one year, while larger frogs may 
live for many years before they croak!
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During the wet 
season, see if you can 
hear these frogs…….
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It’s surely our 
responsibility to do 

everything within our 
power to create a planet 
that provides a home not 
just for us, but for all life 

on Earth.

Sir David Attenborough
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Wandi was part of Mandogalup until it was approved as a suburb in 1978. Your present 
location was part of a large subdivision in the Peel Region ca 1915, where land was cleared for 
early settler development.
Lake Magenup was earmarked for drainage like the whole region; the Daily Newspaper 
in 1922 describes lakes in the area, “the outer rim of the swamp basin is a thicket of 
paper-bark and tea-tree, and the centre an almost impenetrable forest of bull rushes”. 
Large scale clearing was completed, a “tree-puller tractor first extracted the large trees 
and hauled them to the foot of the surrounding hills. Then the smaller stuff was swept 
away as though some gigantic broom was at work, and this, too, was deposited ready 
for burning. Rollers and fire reduced the bullrush forest to a blackened mass, and then 
came the day, of the plough.”
Magenup is dry today, partly from being drained, the impact to climate change and 
water drawn from local groundwater aquifers for Perth’s water supply. 
Now we have a different idea of what’s required to preserve our environment. 
Lake Landscape restoration has been underway since 1990 by the Wandi Progress 
Associations Landcare Group and the City of Kwinana. There have been corporate 
plantings, club planting by Scout and Guide groups along with many local residents. 
Lake Magenup is dry today, partly from being drained, the impact of climate change 
and water drawn from local groundwater aquifers for Perth’s water supply.

This project is proudly 
supported by:

Wandi 
Progress 
Association



Rushes and sedges (grass-like species) are 
vital for keeping wetlands healthy – they 
provide food and shelter for aquatic life 
such as fish, frogs and dragonflies and help 
filter out nutrients and pollutants that might 
otherwise harm wetland life. 
There are five different types of rushes 
and one type of sedge found at Magenup 
Lake. Sedges usually have long flat leaves 
and rushes are usually cylindrical and have 
hollow leaves.
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Birds Galore
Up to 165 species of birds visit the Magenup area to feed, breed and nest. 
Bird watching can be a lot of fun – all you need to do is wait quietly and see 
what arrives!
Common visitors include the: Splendid Fairy Wren, Black Shouldered Kite, 
Southern Boobok, Magpie, Willie Wagtail, Black Cockatoo, New Holland 
Honey Eater, Grey Butcherbird, Black Faced and Dusky Woodswallow, and 
Scarlet Robin.
Less commonly seen birds include the Freckled Duck, Square Tailed Eagle, 
Barking Owl, Barn Owl, Nankeen Kestrel, Native Quails and Green Parrots.

Kangaroo 
Mobs of kangaroos regularly visit Magenup to feed on 
its lush open grassland – a legacy of the sheep and cattle 
grazing that took place here during the 1920s to 1970s. 
Male Western Grey Kangaroos (Macrocarpus fuliginous) 
can grow to 
more than two 
metres in length 
from head to tail! 
Most young are 
born in summer 
with newborns 
resembling a 
jellybean. Joeys 
usually leave the 
pouch after nine 
months, but may 
continue to suckle 
until the next joey 
arrives.
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South Western  
Snake-Necked Turtle
Aboriginal people called these turtles ‘yargan’ and 
hunted them for food. Long Neck Turtles spend most 
of their time in the water and can remain submerged 
for lengthy periods. Even though they have no teeth, 
they are meat eaters and thrive on fish, molluscs and 
crustaceans. Even small ducklings have been known to 
provide a meal or two for a hungry turtle! Females may 
travel long distances from a wetland to find a dry place 
to lay their eggs. Unfortunately, many are killed on 
roads or by domestic pets.
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